IMPORTANT INFORMATION

About Heartworm Infection
And Treatment

Your dog has been
diagnosed with a
serious disease caused
by Dirofilaria immitis,
worm-like parasites
better known as
heartworms. For your
pet’s health and
well-being, prompt
veterinary treatment
is vital. Steps must
be taken both to
eliminate the infecting
worms and to
protect your pet
from reinfection.

HOW DID MY DOG GET HEARTWORMS?

(1) The tiny immature heartworms are transmitted
through the bite of a mosquito. (2) At first, the
parasites move into your dog’s tissues. Eventually,
they occupy your dog’s heart. (3) As the worms
grow and reproduce, more immature worms are
released into your dog’s blood stream. (1) When
other mosquitoes bite your dog they pick up these
new immature worms and transmit them to the
next dog that they bite.

Is HEARTWORM DISEASE SERIOUS?

Yes, it’s very serious. Heartworms interfere with
the normal flow of blood from the right side of the
heart to the vessels serving the lungs. If left untreated,
canine heartworm disease can result in congestive
failure of the heart and other organs, considerably
reduce your dog’s quality of life, and ultimately
lead to death.

LIFE CYCLE OF THE HEARTWORM
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